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The Indistinctive Place
(James 2:1-4)

Because the time of James, the Apostle was a complete class
society, the discrimination between people was very heavy. There
were a lot of discrimination between the Jews and the Gentiles,
the nobility and servants, the Greeks and barbarians, and the rich
and the poor. But the place where the discrimination disappeared
was only in church. Not to speak to the rich and the poor, men and
women, and all ranks and classes, the church was the unique place
where all people in the church could be called brothers and sisters
in the world.

James, the Apostle burned his righteous indignation about
the favoritism in the church through the text (James 2:2-4).
Nevertheless, this situation did not happen at that time. Recently,
such a thing has often risen in the church. However, James'
message in the text is that the favoritism like this can never
happen in the church.

1. All people are created equally in the image of God

James says that people cannot be judged by
the appearance (James v. 1). The reason is that a
man’s worth is not in the possession but in their
existence itself. All men have the image of God.
The eternal value and the eternal glory exist in
the face and life of them. Therefore, Christians
who know the worth of all men who have God’s
image and shape never judge people by the
appearance and discriminate by favoritism.

2. All people are loved by Jesus so much
that he died and rose again

“God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only son, that whoever believes [ him
shall) not perish but have eternal life” (John
3:13).

The world in Greek refers to ‘cosmos’.
Cosmos means all creation including the world
of nature, especially, all mankind that live in
the world of nature. Of course, if we see it as a
conclusion, all people in the world are not saved.
Though God clearly wants all people to be saved
and opens a door wide, there are clearly some
people who turn away from the door of salvation
and drop to an eternal death. However, the most
important fact is that God loves all people in the
world. Consequently, Christians who know the
truth and believe in God never judge people by
the appearance or show favoritism.

My beloved Christians,

James says that the word from the Bible is the highest law that has to
be observed by us. Moreover, he says that the highest law is to love your
neighbor as yourself.

Church is the place where a celebrity or unknown person, the rich or
the poor, and the highest person or the low person can equally be able to
receive love. James warns that the fact that people are discriminated by the
appearance is judged by evil thoughts.

By looking each other and realizing that in the church on the earth, the
rich should not be arrogant, but serve their church in modesty with the
materials given by God, and the poor should not be depressed because of
poverty but share fellowship with joy, and that Jesus bleed to death on the
cross and Jesus is the existence of love, I sincerely pray that our church will
respect and love one another with the joy of piety in the name of Jesus Christ.
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